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HOUSE RESOLUTION 6
(By Delegates G. Howell, Anders, Browning, Burkhammer, Butler, Campbell, D. Cannon, J. Cannon, Chiarelli, Clark, Clay, Crouse, Dittman, Ellington, Funkhouser, Hall, Hillenbrand, Hite, Hornby, Horst, Hott, Kump, Kyle, Linville, Marple, Masters, Miller, Moore, Phillips, Ridenour, Rohrbach, Shamblin, B. Smith, Stephens, Toney, B. Ward, G. Ward, Willis, and Zatezalo)
[Introduced February 3, 2026, Referred to the committee on Energy and Public Works then Rules]

Recognizing the importance of sustained economic development and job creation to the long term prosperity of the State of West Virginia, and the role of reliable energy infrastructure in supporting industrial, commercial, and workforce growth.
Whereas, West Virginia is the fourth leading natural gas producing state in the nation, with production having increased significantly due to development of the Marcellus and Utica Shale formations; and
Whereas, West Virginia consistently ranks among the top natural gas producing states in the United States; and
Whereas, Shale gas production now accounts for the vast majority of natural gas produced in West Virginia, with proven reserves measured in tens of trillions of cubic feet, reflecting the state’s substantial energy resource base; and
Whereas, The natural gas and oil industry supports tens of thousands of jobs in West Virginia, both directly and indirectly, and contributes billions of dollars annually to the state’s economy through wages, investment, and tax revenues; and
Whereas, West Virginia is crossed by thousands of miles of natural gas pipelines that connect production areas to regional and national markets, demonstrating the state’s long standing role in energy transportation and distribution; and
Whereas, West Virginia produces substantially more natural gas than it consumes, resulting in the majority of in state production being transported out of state, underscoring the importance of infrastructure that can also support in state economic utilization; and
Whereas, Enhanced natural gas transmission capacity within West Virginia can also improve residential access to affordable locally produced energy resources and strengthen long term energy reliability for homes throughout the state; and
Whereas, Pipelines and related transmission infrastructure are critical to the reliable delivery of natural gas and energy resources needed to support manufacturing, commercial development, industrial parks, and other job creating enterprises along pipeline corridors; and
Whereas, West Virginia also maintains significant underground natural gas storage capacity, positioning the state as a key contributor to regional energy reliability, particularly during periods of peak demand; and
Whereas, Neighboring states have leveraged access to reliable and affordable natural gas infrastructure to attract industrial investment, expand manufacturing output, and increase employment in natural gas intensive industries; and
Whereas, Major interstate natural gas transmission systems serving the Mid-Atlantic region are routed through neighboring states, with Maryland blocking the extension of pipeline infrastructure into West Virginia, thereby denying the State direct access to existing pipeline capacity necessary for industrial, residential, and economic development; and
Whereas, Maryland’s continued resistance to modern energy infrastructure reflects a regressive and obstructionist approach that has left the state lagging behind regional economic and industrial development trends; and
Whereas, West Virginia ranks among the top natural gas producing states in the nation, while Maryland has negligible natural gas production, underscoring the imbalance created by Maryland’s obstruction of infrastructure needed to transport West Virginia produced energy to in state users; and
Whereas, The Eastern Panhandle of West Virginia requires a large intra-Panhandle natural gas pipeline to meet existing demand and to provide sufficient capacity for projected residential, commercial, and industrial growth; and
Whereas, Expanding and modernizing natural gas pipeline infrastructure through West Virginia can enhance the state’s competitiveness by attracting new businesses, supporting existing industries, providing affordable access to locally produced natural gas for residential customers, and creating family sustaining jobs across multiple regions of the state; and
Whereas, West Virginia wants to work with industry to align infrastructure planning with market demand and regional energy needs, thereby reducing risk, unnecessary costs, and promoting reliable local energy delivery; therefore, be it
Resolved by the House of Delegates:
That West Virginia recognizes the importance and need for a natural gas pipeline to cross the state, and implement a large intra-Panhandle pipeline to provide for current and future needs; and, be it
Further Resolved, That the House of Delegates support the responsible development, expansion, and modernization of natural gas pipelines and other infrastructure to serve industrial, commercial, and economic development needs throughout West Virginia; Including new or expanding pipeline projects from the western gas fields to the Easters Panhandle of West Virginia; and, be it
Further Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Delegates transmit duly authenticated copies of this resolution to the Governor of West Virginia, the members of the West Virginia Congressional Delegation, the West Virginia Oil and Natural Gas Association, the Interstate Natural Gas Association of America, the American Gas Association, the Natural Gas Supply Association, the American Petroleum Institute, and other appropriate state and federal officials.
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